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factorily. In some sections where the soil is deficient In certain minerals, depraved appetites are common. The animals eat sticks and bones and eventually go completely out of condition. Under such circumstances there is no doubt that the breeding activities of the herd would be seriously affected. The deficiency is largely one of phosphorus. This can be supplied by the addition of bone-meal or spent bone-black to the grain ration, put in a self-feeder and the animals allowed free access to it at all times. A herd of cattle fed a well-balanced grain ration and having the benefits of alfalfa or sweet clover is not likely to suffer with this disease.
The owner of a herd of cattle should not expect mineral feeding to cure an animal affected with a chronic discharge from the uterus. Retained corpora lutea or cystic ovaries will not be removed or prevented by mineral feeding. For a more complete discussion of mineral feeding, the reader should consult the next chapter.